
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, October 15, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 22: 1-14 
Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in parables, saying, 
“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.  He 
dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to 
come.. A second time he sent other servants, saying ‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have 
prepared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; 
come to the feast.”  Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business.  The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them.  The king 
was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then 
he said to his servants, ‘The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to 
come.  Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.’ 
The servants went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and 
the hall was filled with guests.  But when the king came to meet the guests, he saw a man 
there not dressed in a wedding garment.  The king said to him, ’My friend, how is it that you 
came in here without a wedding garment?’  But he was reduced to silence. Then the king 
said to his attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, 
where there will be wailing an grinding of teeth.’ Many are invited, but few are chosen.”  
   
 
Questions to Ponder: 
Jesus’ parable highlights God’s impartial treatment of all who are called – Jews and 
Gentiles alike.  He rewards and punishes on the basis of one’s acceptance or rejection of 
his call.  
 

1. Have you ever made up an excuse to not attend some event? Why did you not want 
to go and how was your refusal accepted by the one who invited you? 

2. What does it mean to you to accept Jesus’ invitation?  Invitation to what?  
3. Which one of the guests in this story do you identify with? 

 
End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


